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The Importance of the Cross (1 Peter 3:18) 
Proposition: Every person must understand the importance of the Cross 
of Jesus Christ by clearly seeing four eternal truths seen in this verse. _, 


I. The Substitutionary Plan of the Cross (Vs. 18b) i^ Q ^• 

A. The Reason for Substitution (Vs. 18b) 

B. The Representation of Substitution (Vs. 18b) 


! 


C. The Reality of Substitution (Vs. 18b) 

II. The Suffering Path of the Cross (Vs. 18a,d) 

A. The Emotional Anguish (Vs. 18a, d) 
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B. The Bodily Brutality (Vs. 18a, d) ( 

C. The Spiritual Separation (Vs. 18a, d) i ~ pv ^^^ 
III. The Satisfying Purpose of the Cross (Vs. 18a) 

A. An Exhaustive Satisfaction (Vs. 18a) ^ 


B. An Ensuring Satisfaction (Vs. 18a) 
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C. An Eternal Satisfaction (Vs. 18a) ~/^"^ 

IV. The Saving Provision of the Cross (Vs. 18c) '^^ ' 

A. The Origin of Saving (Vs. 18c) < ^^ 

r^ B. The Object of Saving (Vs. 18c) ^^ . T ^"^ 

C. The Outcome of Saving (Vs. 18c) 
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1) ...what do you think of the cross? Every person must understand 


the importance of the Cross of Jesus Christ by clearly seeing four i 

eternal truths seen in this verse. 

2) ...woven in deep crimson threads all through the Bible. 

3) ...Holiness says man should be punished. Love desires to save 
• ii'.'- man from punishment. The answer that satisfies both is a 

substitute. 

4) Pilot gave a choice to crowd: Barabbas or Jesus. Give us 
Barabbas. Barabbas in cell. Guard comes in: You are the luckiest 
man alive. Look, see that man on the middle cross. That was 
your cross and he took it now get out of here. He is the reality of 
what happened to you and I. Barabbas = Robber = us; Rebel = 
us; Restrained = us. 

5) But sin always brings suffering. Let us retrace his steps of 
suffering. 

6) Luke 22:41-44 And he was withdrawn from them about a 
•:•■:■: stope's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed. Saying, Father, if 

thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him 
from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony he 
prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops 
:*<* VI of blood falling down to the ground. ' 
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7) ...worst death one could possible imagine. For you! For you! If 
you reject Jesus and what he did for you on that cross and 
trample his precious blood. Hell is too good for you! 


1) Habakkuk 1:13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canst not look on iniquity... 


2) ...Golgotha, God forsook his Son. Taught on Ps. 23:4 Yea though I 
walk.... what a comfort to walk with God through the valley. 
Here Jesus was left alone in that Vally of the shadow of death. 

3) Isaiah 53:11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied... 


4) ...be looking back at something that happened once and for ail. 

Colossians 2:13-14 And you, being dead in your sins and the 
' uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with 

him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the 
fc •:,• handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 
' ■' contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 


5) Romans 5:9-10 Much more then, being now justified by his 

blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when 

we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 

V !i his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 

hflg life. "...He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 

satisfied..." 
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1) ...us to bow down, an sing, "Amazing grace how sweet the 
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